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SOUTHERN REGION WASTE  
RESOURCE AUTHORITY

SRWRA is a regional subsidiary established 

by the Cities of Onkaparinga, Marion and 

Holdfast Bay, pursuant to Section 43 of the Local 

Government Act, 1999.

Under our Charter, SRWRA is responsible for 

providing and operating waste management 

services on behalf of our constituent Councils.

At a practical level, our core business activity is 

the management of our wholly-owned SRWRA 

Landfill Operation (formerly the Southern Region 

Waste Disposal Depot) located at Seaford 

Heights, South Australia.  This is one of the 

State’s major landfill operations currently receiving 

around 125,000 tonnes of waste annually.

CONSTITUENT COUNCILS

JOINT VENTURE 

Energy Developments Limited has been 

extracting landfill gas (methane) from the site 

since 1996 and through its generating plant, 

In the 2013/14 financial year, EDL generated 

18,864MWh from the SRWRA Landfill facility, 

equivalent to powering more than 2,500 local 

homes.  As a result more than 6.7m cubic metres 

of methane form the SRWRA’s Landfill Gas site 

was consumed, CO2 abatement equivalent to 

taking 26,000 cars off the road.

The SRWRA’s joint venture operation with 

Integrated Waste Services (IWS) has developed 

through 2013 with the commissioning of a 

recycling programme and the start of the jointly 

operated Southern Recycling Centre (SRC).



It gives me great pleasure to submit the Annual 

Report for the 2014 financial year and to confirm 

that the Southern Region Waste Resource 

Authority, as the owner and operator of one of 

the State’s major landfill operations, continues to 

fulfil the objectives and responsibilities outlined 

in its Charter in a fiscally and environmentally 

responsible manner.  

In addition to the responsible management of 

waste disposal to landfill, over the past twelve 

months the Authority has continued to progress 

our objectives to encourage waste management 

practices that support and promote resource 

recovery and which encourage sustainability in 

our society.  Notably, over the past twelve months 

the Authority has:

•  increased our on-site resources recovery 

activities in conjunction with our partners, 

Integrated Waste Services and Veolia, which 

of course also assists in extending the life of 

the facility through the diversion of material 

which would otherwise have been disposed of 

to landfill; 

•  secured Development Approval for a large 

scale resource recovery facility which should 

move into the construction phase over the next 

twelve months; and

•  provided three local schools with grant funds, 

under the Les Perry Memorial grant program, 

to encourage them to undertake and promote 

waste management and recycling activities 

amongst their students.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mark Booth

Our efforts in this area will only increase over 

time as we strive to ensure there is a sustainable 

long term waste disposal path for our Constituent 

Councils and for our customers.

We continue to operate our business in a 

financially sustainable manner, ensuring that 

our trading performance provides adequate, 

fully funded, cash reserves to undertake the 

capital expenditures required to develop the 

site and meet our post closure monitoring and 

rehabilitation obligations.  This is reflected in the 

$1.475 million increase in the cash position of 

the Authority over the past year at a time when 

more than $1.1 million was spent on land and cell 

capping.  Although it should also be noted that the 

equity position of the Authority decreased during 

this period due to the revaluation of land holdings 

which were affected by changes in zoning.

It is important to recognise the hard work and 

diligence of the Board who collectively are 

significant contributors to the success of the 

Authority.  In extending my thanks to each 

member of the Board it is important to also note 

the outstanding services of Mr Terry Sutcliffe 

and Mr Jeff Rittberger who both retired as board 

members during the year.  I wish to thank our 

committed and accomplished staff whose efforts 

ensure our success.  This team is very capably 

led by Mr Mark Hindmarsh who commenced as 

Executive Officer during the year and whose 

considerable waste management experience has 

already resulted in some significant improvements 

to our operations.

On behalf of the Board I commend the 2013/2014 

Annual Report to you.
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The Southern Region Waste Resource Authority 

can look back on the 2013/14 financial year with 

the knowledge that we have achieved a lot, in 

tough markets and against the major economic 

and environmental changes affecting the waste 

management and recycling sectors.  The Authority 

has tailored its strategic direction to ensure we 

focus our service on offering our Constituent 

Councils and clients’ integrated and sustainable 

waste management solutions for the life of the 

Landfill and beyond.

In August 2013 I began my role with the Authority 

as Executive Officer.  The past year has been 

exciting and challenging for the Authority with 

the completion of a number of projects and the 

beginning of some new ventures which will create 

long-term environmentally sustainable recycling 

and waste disposal for our Constituent Councils 

and customers.

2013/14 has seen the completion of the cell 

capping of two major areas at the Seaford 

Heights Landfill, with completion of capping to 

the Northern Area and Cell 2 sites.  These areas 

were both planted with over 7000 native species 

of trees, flora and grasses, which have brought 

an abundant array of wildlife to these areas 

which play a vital role in balancing the natural 

ecosystem of the site.

After a top down and bottom up review across all 

the environmental and business sectors of the 

Landfill operation, in the past 12 months, we have 

made major changes to the way the Southern 

Region Waste Resource Authority is structured 

and operated, with the Board continuing to play 

a pivotal role in monitoring the management of 

the Authority.  I would like to thank our Board for 

their assistance and guidance over the past year 

and also to the members of our Audit Committee 

who also play a key role in assisting the board 

to fulfil its corporate governance and oversight 

responsibilities in relation to the Authorities 

financial reporting, internal control systems, risk 

management and the internal and external audit 

functions.  

The SRWRA wishes to express its deep sadness 

at the sudden passing of Mr Allen Bolaffi on 

1 June 2014.  Allen served on the Authority’s 

Audit Committee since its inception in 2009 

as Independent Chair of the Committee.  Allen 

showed great passion for Council and the 

Local Government sector generally and worked 

enthusiastically to improve the efficiency and 

sustainability of the Authority.  Allen’s passing is a 

great loss to the Local Government community in 

South Australia and he will be greatly missed.

The SRWRA’s joint venture operation with 

Integrated Waste Services (IWS) has developed 

through 2013 with the commissioning of a 

recycling programme and the start of the jointly 

operated Southern Recycling Centre (SRC).  

The development application for the new 

recycling facility which forms part of the SRC was 

approved in early 2014 by City of Onkaparinga 

Development and Planning.  The development 

is currently in the engineering stages, however 

the SRC has been able to develop the current 

infrastructure at the SRWRA site, to meet the 

criteria set out by the EPA in relation to recycling.

In 2010 in honour of the late Les Perry, the 

SRWRA Board approved the Les Perry Memorial 

Grant Programme. In 2014, 3 schools in the 

Constituent Council areas were awarded grants 
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of approximately $500 each to focus on recycling 

and educating children on the importance of 

recycling and re-use of common household waste 

materials.

Over the 2013/14 financial period the Authority 

showed an operating surplus of $1.28 

million.  This is a good result, built around 

the improvements and efficiencies gained 

from examples such as the new compactor 

commissioned in 2013 and the Landfill daily 

cover system, which combined have assisted in 

significantly increasing the compaction ratio at the 

site.

With the completion of some of the major works 

around the site and new developments, the 

SRWRA’s dedicated team have been integral 

to the many efficiencies and continuous 

improvements across the administration and 

operations of the SRWRA Landfill and Recycling 

facility.  Renewable energy and recycling are 

proven technologies and are integral to SRWRA’s 

commitment and responsibilities to environmental 

management.  

I look forward to leading the Authority through 

the future developments of the operation with 

an environmentally and fiscally responsible 

approach.

Capping of Cell 2 

Looking across Cell 4 to the site
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The major operational development factors at the 

SRWRA Landfill over the past 12 months have 

been the completion of the capping works to the 

Northern Area and Cell 2 Area of the site.  The 

final stage planting of these areas took place at 

the end of 2013.  The areas are well established 

now and the height of some of the plants are over 

a metre.

Over the 2013/14 period the SRWRA introduced 

a number of operational and environmental 

improvements at the Landfill, with the ethos of 

continuous improvement.  Some examples of this 

were the Automatic Tarping Machine (ATM) which 

has seen significant improvements in the volumes 

of daily cover used at the site which ultimately 

reduces the amount of airspace consumed.  

The compaction figures for 2013/14 (1.39) are 

very high compared to the previous year (1.15).  

Factors that have contributed to this high rate 

of compaction is the purchase of the Caterpillar 

826H dedicated trash compactor and the hard 

work and dedication of landfill staff to achieve 

maximum compaction.

In late 2013 the SRWRA, in conjunction 

with Integrated Waste Services, introduced 

improvements to the site’s recycling programme 

which has seen substantial gains in the recovery 

of recyclable waste destined for landfill.  

Tours of the site are becoming more frequent 

especially during the summer months. The 

tours are organised by the Constituent Councils 

where members of the public and school children 

are given the opportunity to see first-hand 

the workings of a Landfill site.  Methane gas 

extraction, new cell construction, capping, planting 

and recycling are the main topics discussed.  The 

SRWRA is pleased to facilitate these tours and 

is dedicated to assisting with the educational 

promotion of responsible waste management 

within the community.
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Planting at end of 2013

Planting mid 2014
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ATTENDANCE AT BOARD MEETINGS
JULY 2013 – JUNE 2014

BOARD MEETINGS A B

BOARD MEMBERS
Chairman Mark Booth 6 6

Terry Sutcliffe 2 2

Carol Bouwens 6 6

Ian Walker 6 5

Kirk Richardson 5 4

Vincent Mifsud 6 6

Jim Huckstepp 6 6

Jeff Rittberger 1 1

Steve Matthewson 6 4

DEPUTY BOARD MEMBERS
Cheryl Connor 6 3

Sharon Nash 6 0

Lynda Yates 6 4

A =  Number of meetings held during the period 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 during the time the Board 

Member or the Deputy Board Member was a member of the Board.

B =  Number of meetings attended by the Board Member or Deputy Board Member  

from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014.

ATTENDANCE AT AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
JULY 2013 – JUNE 2014

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS A B

Chairman Allen Bolaffi (dec) 3 3

Vicki Brown 4 4

Bill Cossey 1 1

Mark Booth 4 3

Greg Connor 3 3

Steve Matthewson 4 1

A =  Number of meetings held during the period 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014  

during the time the Audit Committee Member was a member of the Committee.

B =  Number of meetings attended by the Audit Committee Board Member  

from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014.



Administration
282 Main South Road 

Morphett Vale SA  

Phone:  8326 7044 

Email:  info@srwra.com.au

Landfill Operation
112 Bakewell Drive 

Seaford Heights SA 

Phone:  8386 0273 

Email:  weighbridge@srwra.com.au


